
RAMON TARANCO

2168 Major Mackenzie Drive West, Vaughan ON L6A 1P5
Studio line (289) 304-9927
Cell (647) 523-8134
bosegovia1@yahoo.com

www.ramontaranco.com

	OBJECTIVES 

· to provide guitar lessons, workshops and classes in the Greater Toronto Area

· to compose and/or arrange guitar music for radio, television, film

· to act as Subject Matter Expert / Interviewer / Interviewee for musical research
and documentaries


EDUCATION

· Royal Conservatory Of Music, Toronto: 6 yrs classical guitar studies with Norbert Kraft and Carl van Feggelin; plus theory, harmony, analysis, piano, voice, music history
· Lenny Breau: private lessons & master class in solo jazz guitar with this legendary guitarist 
· Leo Brouwer: lessons with this world-renowned Cuban classical guitarist 

· John Mills: performed in master class with this famous British classical guitarist
· Fred Stone: jazz improv/composition studies with this flugelhorn/trumpet virtuoso 
(Duke Ellington Band)

· Eli Kassner: classical guitar lessons

· Dennis Koster: recent studies in New York City with this Flamenco guitar master

· Ryerson University Theatre School: 1 year of BFA (Acting) program

TEACHING: PRIVATE GUITAR LESSONS
· private teaching practice in Manhattan and Queens NY for the last 18 years 

· Astoria Music (Queens) 

· Koffler Centre of the Arts (Toronto)

· Allegro Music (Toronto)

· St. Mary’s Collegiate (Toronto)

RAMON TARANCO (Canada: to December 1994)

GRANTS: TEACHING
· 4 Ontario Arts Council  “Artists in the Schools”  Teaching Grants: 
St. Mary’s C.I.:  (2 grants 1988-90)  improvisation classes & private guitar lessons
Bishop Marrocco C.I.:  (1988-89)  improvisation classes & recording workshop
East York C.I.:  (1990)  guitar classes
WORKSHOPS (selected)
· Monarch Park Collegiate Institute:  rock and roll combo workshop  
· Bishop Marrocco C.I:  band recording workshop
PERFORMANCES (selected): solo & duo (with percussion or guitar) 1979-94
· University of Toronto: Hart House Theater - solo and with two percussionists
· University of Toronto: Innis College Town Hall
· University of Toronto: Ontario Institute for Studies in Education (O.I.S.E)
· Royal Conservatory of Music’s Concert Hall, Toronto

· St. Lawrence Centre for the Performing Arts, Toronto - jazz guitar duo
· Pauline McGibbon Centre for the Performing Arts, Toronto

· Art Gallery of Ontario, Toronto - jazz guitar duo
· Brigantine Room, Toronto’s Harbourfront
· Laurentian University Theatre, Sudbury

· Laurentian University: Laurentian Museum and Art Centre, Sudbury

· Church of the Epiphany, Sudbury
· Albert Hall, Belleville ON: Quinte Arts Council concert series
· Lake of the Woods Concert Group, Kenora
· Grimsby Public Art Gallery - solo and with percussion
· Fort Erie Public Library - with percussion
· Oshawa Public Library
SOLO GUITAR TOURS

· Ontario Regional Library System Tours:  12 concerts per tour (1980-94): Georgian Bay (2 tours: 1981, 1983); Lake Ontario, North Central, North Eastern, Central, South Western, North Western
· British Columbia solo guitar tour: performing in towns and communities on Vancouver Island and offshore islands such as Denman Island
“GUITAR FOR ALL SEASONS” EDUCATIONAL CONCERT LECTURES (1980-94)

numerous performances in many Ontario (most notably Toronto) schools through Boards of Education ie Kenora, Picton, Metro Toronto, Scarborough, Etobicoke, East York, and at private schools such as St. Mildred’s Lightbourn (Oakville)
PROLOGUE TO THE PERFORMING ARTS (1981-1983)

as a member of this Ontario touring arts organization, performed  “Guitar For All Seasons” concert program in many schools, concert halls and colleges

ARRANGER

arranged, orchestrated and played guitar on recording for Macmillan/McGraw-Hill (New York) of 6 Latin Folk Songs (Mexican, Puerto Rican, Panamanian) for use as teaching aids in Spanish-language classes for children

GRANTS: RECORDING

· Ontario Arts Council Multicultural Recording Grant (1992)

· F.A.C.T.O.R.  New Talent Demo Recording Grant (1992)
GRANTS: COMPOSITION

· Ontario Arts Council Composition Grant (1994)

· Toronto Arts Council Composition Grant (1993)
MUSIC ADJUDICATOR (1989-92)
served on F.A.C.T.O.R.  committees to grant money for classical, rock ‘n’ roll and worldbeat recordings

RADIO DOCUMENTARIES

· Arts National (CBC FM) 1985; writer and researcher for pilot, “The Scatterlings” - documenting the many musical influences of West African music on Afro-American music styles
· Experiments in Sound (CIUT FM) 1987; “Storm Warning” The History of New Orleans Rhythm and Blues from 1948 to the present; consisted of three 1-hour shows for which Taranco was writer, researcher, announcer & music selector
· “Sliding Across America” (CHRY FM) 1987; The History of the Slide Guitar in America; produced by Ramon Taranco and Clive Blewchamp; Taranco was writer, researcher, announcer and music selector
FILM

· L'Hombre (1992) Canadian Film Centre (Norman Jewison); Mr. Taranco was commissioned by director Catherine Martin and producer Anna Stratton to compose  “Tango Solito” for a dance sequence; film premiered at Montreal Film Festival
· P.C.U. (20th Century Fox): Mr. Taranco was the music consultant, band coach and guitar instructor for the musicians/actors on and off the set
RECORDING

1992 released MUSIC FROM THE BERMUDA TRIANGLE – all tracks were recorded in Toronto
RADIO PERFORMANCES (selected)
· ‘4 to 6’ show (CBC AM) - interview and performance

· Morningside (CBC National FM) - live performance with 2 percussionists and interview 
· Musical Friends (CBC National FM) - solo performance and interview

· Alma Latina (CKLN FM) - solo performance and interview

· Middle Passage (CKLN FM) - solo performance and interview

· Acoustic Workshop (CIUT FM) - performance: acoustic blues duo with Carlos del Junco

· Latin Party (CKLN FM) - solo performance and interview
LIVE TELEVISION PERFORMANCE

Entertainment Desk with Bob McAdorey (Global TV, Toronto) - solo live performance and interview

RADIO DOCUMENTARIES and SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS (selected)
· Morningside (CBC National FM) Christmas Day show with the Canadian premier of the recording of the complete suite "A Cuban's Canadian Christmas" composed by Taranco
· CBC (Short Wave Latin America) interviewed in Spanish and airing of original compositions all over South America, Central America and the Caribbean
· Performance (CBC AM) – original music featured on radio documentary on Canadian New Age composers
· Performance (CBC AM) – original music featured on radio documentary on Canadian Latin-influenced and African-influenced composers

· Steps Ahead syndicated radio show (CKFM 99.9 FM) Canadian premier of 1st CD of all-original music, "Music From the Bermuda Triangle"

NIGHTCLUBS, RESTAURANTS, CAFES, and BARS (selected)
Taranco has performed solo, duo and with his bands in many Toronto venues such as The Riverboat, The Top of the Senator (Guitar Bar), Water’s Edge Cafe, Courtyard Café (Windsor Arms), The Mediterra Restaurant (house guitarist for 3 years), Daniels of Nobleton, Zydecos, Chicagos, and C'est What?
RAMON TARANCO (New York City: 1995 to present)

PERFORMANCES (selected): solo, duo and band
· Guggenheim Museum of Modern Art, World Beat Jazz Series: eight concerts with trio (July 1995)

· Brooklyn Academy of Music Majestic Theatre: onstage guitarist in small ensemble for the opera “Missionaries”  by Liz Swados for 1997 Next Wave Festival

· Bronx Museum of Fine Arts: (February 1995)  “Celebrating the Diaspora: Strummin’ the Americas”  African Heritage Day solo concert / lecture
· Harbor Jazz Festival: Port Jefferson, Long Island (July 1995) - solo and featured with IAJ Ensemble

· Queens Museum of Fine Arts: New Year’s Eve (1999) - solo performance
· Manhattanville University (1998) - band concert

· Plymouth Church of the Pilgrims: for the New England Society of Brooklyn - classical and jazz concert: duo with violinist Rob Thomas
· Latino Heritage Month Celebration for the City of New York (September 1997), Javits Center - solo performance
· Newark Public Library, New Jersey (February 2005), concert celebrating Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday  - blues duo with Jasper McGruder, harmonica

· Hellenic Cultural Center, Astoria NY (June 2011) concert - solo and with band
· Monroe College, Bronx and New Rochelle campuses (2002-2011) – duo concerts with blues harmonica, jazz violin, African percussionist; and band concerts

· New York State University @ Stony Brook, Long Island NY (1998, 1999, 2000)
3 annual solo concerts celebrating Latin Heritage Day
NIGHTCLUBS, RESTAURANTS, CAFES, and BARS (selected)
Cornelia Street Café: Soul of the Blues Festival (2009) and The Groove (2012) - 4-piece band: Ramon Taranco + His Havana Blues Revue; La Belle Epoque: Cabaret Nights - performing in duo with vocalist and Jazz Brunches – performing in duo with jazz violin; Trump l'Oeil - solo (house guitarist), Mozart Café (solo), Finally Fred’s, Izzy Bar, and Fannies (band: Ramon Taranco and His Sugar Kings); Back Fence (band), and Rose’s Turn (cabaret duo) 
HOSPITAL AUDIENCES INC (1997 to present)
Mr Taranco has performed for HAI hundreds of morning and afternoon concerts in institutions in Manhattan, The Bronx, Queens, Staten Island and Long Island; for example: hospitals (The Stephen D. Hassenfeld Children’s Center, Manhattan), colleges (Monroe College, The Bronx), institutions (Visions Institute for the Blind, Manhattan), special education schools (Connie B. Lekas School, Brooklyn), psychiatric hospitals (Manhattan Psych); playing: solo doing his "Guitar in the Americas" concert / lecture program, acoustic guitar and harmonica blues duo with Jasper McGruder, Flamenco guitar accompanying dancer Lydia Taranco, guitar and African percussion with Yahoteh Kokayi, jazz guitar and violin duos with Rob Thomas, Zack Brock, and Sam Bardfeld; band (trio and quartet) playing New Orleans rhythm and blues, and original music from Taranco’s CDs
RECORDING

2007 released THE ADVENTURES OF BO SEGOVIA – all tracks were recorded in Brooklyn NY

RADIO PERFORMANCES (selected)
· Gutbucket Blues Show, WBAI FM, Manhattan (1999): interview & live performance 
· Gutbucket Blues Show, WBAI (2002): interview & live performance  
RADIO INTERVIEWS and FEATURE SHOWS

· Chico Alvarez Show, WBAI FM (1995): New York premiere of Music From the Bermuda Triangle CD

· La Esquina del Blues, Radio Havana, Cuba (2010): 2 specials
· Radio Libre with host Ibrahim Gonzalez, WBAI (2011): interview and New York premiere of The Adventures of Bo Segovia CD
· Son Pacifica, KPFT FM, Houston TX (2009); interview and music feature
· La Hora del Blues,  Barcelona, Spain (2010), music feature

· Blues Connection, Radio Rock Café, Montreal, music feature
· The Songwriter Hour, Indie Talent Radio, Toronto, music feature
· The World Music Show, Indie Talent Radio, Toronto, music feature
RADIO AIRPLAY for Taranco’s Original Music Recordings (while living in New York)
At least 350 stations in 50 countries, including widely-syndicated blues shows and worldbeat, jazz, folk, blues, and eclectic free form shows on public and commercial radio stations, have played songs from Taranco’s CDs. 
ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE
Lila Wallace Readers Digest Arts Partners Program, Port Jefferson, NY (1995)
FILM
Poverty Outlaw (1997 Skylight Pictures, Manhattan), original composition “Mantiki II” is featured on the soundtrack along with music of other top songwriters ie Robbie Robertson and Suzanne Vega; film premiered at Sundance Film Festival, produced by Oscar-winning documentary team Pamela Yates and Peter Kinoy
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